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Background

To accompany the new version of its web site, IPU is currently rebuilding the flagship database on national parliaments, PARLINE (www.ipu.org/parline). The new database platform will provide comparative information on every national parliament in the world, as well as a wealth of data on women in parliaments since 1945. The platform will be available as “open data”, so parliaments and anyone else will be able to compare, export and reuse data from parliaments from this truly unique resource.

With the support of national parliaments, IPU has already collected around 80% of the data required for the new version of PARLINE, through a series of questionnaires: 

1. Representation, presiding officers, parliamentary mandate and electoral system

2. Oversight and law-making

3. Parliamentary autonomy, budget, staff and salaries

4. Working methods and transparency

We count on your support for ensuring that data on PARLINE for your parliament is accurate and up-to-date. Parliaments can check which questionnaires they have already completed at http://www.ipu.org/parline-e/tracking.xls. 
Parliaments that have not yet responded to one or more of the questionnaires are kindly requested to complete and return them to IPU by 24 March 2017. 

Guidelines for completing the questionnaire

· Responses can be provided in English, French or Spanish.

· Bicameral parliaments are requested kindly to provide data for both chambers in their response.
· Please use an “X” to indicate your answer. Example: 
_ Yes 
X   No

· Please return completed questionnaires by e-mail to parline@ipu.org or by fax to +41 22 919 41 60. 

Contact

For more information, please contact Ms. Addie Erwin (IPU Consultant) or Ms. Hiroko Yamaguchi (Research and Database Officer) by email at parline@ipu.org or by telephone on +41 22 919 41 50. 

Contact details

Please provide the contact details for the person completing the questionnaire, whom the IPU may contact to clarify responses and update the database in the future.

	Country
	

	Chamber(s)
	

	Name of the person completing the questionnaire
	

	Job title
	

	E-mail address
	

	Telephone number
	


Sources: Many questions ask for the source of the response. Please identify the legal document and article(s) where details can be found, and provide a web link when possible. Please do not copy sections from the legal document, but instead provide the reference.

For example: Constitution, Articles 19-23.
Working methods

	1. Permanent committees
“Permanent committees” are committees that function for the duration of the session or the legislature, at least. They may be named in different ways, for example “standing committees”.

	
	Unicameral Parliament or lower chamber
	Upper chamber 

	1.1 How many permanent committees are there in your parliament/chamber? 

Please do not include sub-committees or joint committees in bicameral parliaments 
	__ committees
	__ committees

	1.1.1 If your parliament is bicameral, please indicate the number of permanent joint committees
	__ joint committees


	2. Parliamentary groups 

“Parliamentary groups” are the primary means by which political parties organize themselves in parliament. They may also be known as “party groups”, “caucuses” or “fractions”. 

Please note that this question does not ask about all-party groups on specific issues, or inter-parliamentary friendship groups. 

	
	Unicameral Parliament or lower chamber
	Upper chamber 

	2.1 Do parliamentary groups exist in your parliament/chamber?
	_ Yes
_ No
	_ Yes
_ No

	2.2 How many parliamentary groups are there currently?
	_
	_

	2.3 What is the minimum number of members required to form a parliamentary group?
	_ members 


	_ members 



	2.3.1 Please check the box if there is no minimum number.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 

	2.3.2 Please provide additional relevant information if necessary.
	
	

	2.4 Can independent members form a parliamentary group together?
	_ Yes
_ No
	_ Yes
_ No


	2.4.1 Please check here if there are no independent members of parliament.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	2.5 Can members of several parties form a parliamentary group together? 
	_ Yes
_ No
	_ Yes
_ No

	2.6 Please specify the provisions about parliamentary groups in the rules of procedure/standing orders 
	Source:
	Source:


Transparency

	3. Online access to parliamentary documents
This question asks about parliamentary web sites. If you parliament does not have a web site, please go to the next question.

	
	Unicameral Parliament or lower chamber
	Upper chamber 

	3.1 Are the agendas of plenary meetings published in advance on the parliamentary website?
	_ All

_ Some

_ None
	_ All

_ Some

_ None

	3.2 Are the agendas of committee meetings published in advance on the parliamentary website?
	_ All

_ Some

_ None
	_ All

_ Some

_ None

	3.3 Are the results of plenary votes on draft legislation published on the parliamentary website?
	_ All

_ Some

_ None
	_ All

_ Some

_ None

	3.4 Is draft legislation published on the parliamentary website?
	_ All

_ Some

_ None
	_ All

_ Some

_ None

	3.5 Is there a system for individual citizens to submit comments on draft legislation on the parliamentary web site?
	_ Yes

_ No
	_ Yes

_ No


	4. Access to parliamentary proceedings 

	
	Unicameral Parliament or lower chamber
	Upper chamber 

	4.1 Are plenary meetings open to the public? 
	_ Yes

_ Some

_ No
	_ Yes

_ Some

_ No

	4.1.1 Please indicate briefly any restrictions on access to plenary meetings.
	
	

	4.2 Are committee meetings open to the public?
	_ Yes

_ Some

_ No
	_ Yes

_ Some

_ No

	4.2.1 Please indicate briefly any restrictions on access to committee meetings.
	
	

	4.3 Is there a dedicated channel for broadcasting parliamentary meetings?

A dedicated channel is one that is mainly about parliament, and is accessible free of charge to the general public. The channel might be owned by Parliament or a public or private company. Dedicated channels may be broadcast by parliament, government, or another broadcaster. They may be carried on television, radio or the Internet (webcasting).
	_ Yes

_ No
	_ Yes

_ No

	4.3.1 If yes, which media does the channel use? 

Please select all that apply.
	_ TV

_ Radio

_ Webcast
	_ TV

_ Radio

_ Webcast

	4.3.2 Which meetings are broadcast?

Please select all that apply.
	_ Plenary sittings

_ Committee meetings
	_ Plenary sittings

_ Committee meetings


	5. This question was removed.


	6. Annual reporting by parliament

	6.1 Does parliament publish an annual report of its activities? 
	_ Yes
_ No

	6.1.1 Is the annual report available on the parliamentary web site?
	_ Yes
_ No

	6.1.2 Please provide additional relevant information if necessary (Example: parliament publishes monthly/quarterly reports).
	

	6.2 Does parliament publish the parliamentary budget?
	_ Yes
_ No

	6.2.1 If yes, what level of detail of the parliamentary budget is published?

Please select only one answer
	_ Only the total amount of the budget

_ A summary of the main elements

_ The complete budget

	6.2.2 Is the parliamentary budget available on the parliamentary web site?
	_ Yes
_ No


	7. Freedom of information laws

In many countries, access to information held by public authorities may be guaranteed by a freedom of information (FOI) law. The scope of the law varies from country to country, and may include some or all parliamentary documents. 

	7.1 Is there a freedom of information law in your country?
	_ Yes
_ No

	7.2 If yes, is parliament subject to the freedom of information law?
	_ Yes
_ No

	7.3 Does parliament have an office/division specifically responsible for responding to FOI requests?
	_ Yes
_ No

	7.4 Please briefly describe any categories of information that are exempt from disclosure
	


Other

	8. Lobbying

	8.1 Are there rules about the activities of lobbyists in parliament?
	_ Yes
_ No

	8.1.1 If yes, please indicate the source of these rules
	Source:

	8.1.2 Please provide additional relevant information if necessary.
	

	8.2 Is there a register of accredited lobbyists?
	_ Yes
_ No

	8.2.1 If yes, is the register available on the parliamentary web site?
	_ Yes
_ No


	9. New parliamentarians 

This question refers to people who became members of parliament for the first time at the most recent elections or renewal of parliament. 

	
	Unicameral Parliament or lower chamber
	Upper chamber 

	9.1 How many new parliamentarians entered parliament at the most recent elections or renewal?
	_
	_ 

	9.2 How many seats were renewed in the elections or renewal?
	_
	_ 

	9.3 What was the percentage of new parliamentarians at the most recent elections or renewal? 
	_ %
	_ %

	9.3.1 Year of elections or renewal
	_ YYYY
	_ YYYY

	9.3.2 Please check here if this question does not concern your parliament.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	9.3.3 In such a case, please briefly explain why.
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