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INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION

DATA SHEET N° 1
HISTORICAL TABLE

As at 1 February 2006

Country
Sovereignty after 

1940
Women Presidents Women Prime Ministers

First legislature of the 
present sovereign State1

First woman elected (E) or 
nominated (N) to Parliament

Women as presiding officers of parliament or of one of its chambers

1 Afghanistan --- --- --- 07.1965 07.1965 (E) ---
2 Albania --- --- --- 21.01.1920 12.1945 (E) Since 07.2005 J. Topalli (Assembly)
3 Algeria 05.07.1962 --- --- 09.1962 09.1962 (N)  09.1964 (E) ---
4 Andorra 04.05.1993 --- --- 12.1993 12.1993 (E) ---
5 Angola 11.11.1975 --- --- 11.1980 11.1980 (E) ---
6  Antigua and Barbuda 01.11.1981 --- --- 01.11.1981 04.1984 (N)  03.1994 (E) Since 03.2004 - H. Mason Francis (Senate); Since 03.2004 - G. Isaac-Arrindell (House of 

Representatives); 1994-1999 & 1999-2003 - M. Percival (Senate); 1994-1999 - B. Harris (House of 
Representatives)

7 Argentina --- 07.1974-03.1976 - M.E. Martínez de 
Perón

--- 01.05.1853 11.1951 (E) 10.1973-07.1974 - M.E. Martínez de Perón (Senate, pro tempore)

8 Armenia 21.09.1991 --- --- 20.05.1990 05.1990 (E) ---
9 Australia --- --- --- 30.03.1901 08.1943 (E) 1996-2002 - M. E. Reid (Senate); 1987-1990 - J. Child (House of Representatives)
10 Austria --- --- --- 1919 04.03.1919 (E) Since 01.01.2006 - S. Roth-Halvax (Bundesrat); 07.2004-12.2004 - A. E. Haselbach (Bundesrat); 

01.2002 - U. B. Püringer (Bundesrat); 28.12.2000-31.12.2000 - J. Auer (Bundesrat); 07.1995-
12.1995 & 01.2000-06.2000 - A. E. Haselbach (Bundesrat); 07.1987-12.1987 - H. Hieden-Sommer 

(Bundesrat); 01.1965-06.1965 & 07.1969-12.1969 & 01.1974-06.1974 - H. Tschitschko 
(Bundesrat); 1927-1928 & 1932 - O. Rudel-Zeynek (Bundesrat); 1953 - J. Bayer (Bundesrat)

11 Azerbaijan 01.1992 --- --- 09.1990 09.1990 (E) ---
12 Bahamas 10.07.1973 --- --- 07.1973 07.1977 (N) 06.1982 (E) Since 05.2002 - S. Wilson (Senate); 1997-2002 - R. I. Johnson (House of Assembly)

13  Bahrain 15.08.1971 --- --- 12.1973 2002 (?) (Senate) ---
14  Bangladesh 12.1971 --- Since 10.2001 - K. Zia; 06.1996-07.2001 

- Sheikh Hasina;  03.1991-03.1996 - K. 
Zia

03.1973 03.1973 (E) ---

15 Barbados 30.11.1966 --- --- 03.11.1966 12.1951 (E) ---
16 Belarus 25.08.1991 --- --- 03.1990 03.1990 (E) ---
17 Belgium --- --- --- 29.08.1931 27.12.1921 (N) Since 07.2004 - A.-M. Lizin (Senate)

18 Belize 21.09.1981 --- --- 12.1984 12.1984 (E+N) Since 2001 - E. Zabaneh (House of Representatives); 2001-2003 - S. Flores (Senate); 1998-2001- E. 
Zabaneh (Senate); 1989-1993 - J. Usher (Senate); 1998-2001 - S. Flores (House of Representatives); 

1984-1989 - D. June Garcia (Senate)
19 Benin 01.08.1960 --- --- 12.1960 11.1979 (E) ---
20 Bhutan --- --- --- 1953 1975 (E) ---
21 Bolivia --- 11.1979-07.1980 - L. Gueiler Tejada --- 10.07.1825 07.1966 (E) 8.2005 - 1.2006 N. Soruco (chamber of Deputies); 1979 - L. Gueiler Tejada (Chamber of Deputies)

22 Bosnia and Herzegovina 01.03.1992 --- --- 11.12.1990 12.1990 (E) ---
23 Botswana 30.09.1966 --- --- 03.1965 10.1979 (E) ---
24 Brazil --- --- --- 1926 05.1933 (E) ---
25 Brunei Darussalam 2 01.01.1984 --- --- --- --- ---
26 Bulgaria --- --- 10.1994-01.1995 - R. Indzhova 17.04.1879 11.1945 (E) 04.02.2005 - 23.02.2005 - K. Kassabova (Acting) (National Assembly)
27 Burkina Faso 05.08.1960 --- --- 12.1970 04.1978 (E) ---
28 Burundi 01.07.1962 --- 07.1993-02.1994 - S. Kinigi 18.09.1961 10.1982 (E) Since 8.2005 - I. Nahayo (National Assembly)
29 Cambodia 09.11.1953 --- --- 09.1955 03.1958 (E) ---
30 Cameroon 01.10.1961 --- --- 04.1960 04.1960 (E) ---
31 Canada --- --- 06.1993-11.1993 - K. Campbell 1867 12.1921 (E) (Commons);

02.1930 (N) (Senate)
1980-1984 - J. Sauvé (House of Commons); 1974-1979 - R. Lapointe (Senate);  1972-1974 - M. 

Fergusson (Senate)
32 Cape Verde 05.07.1975 --- --- 07.1975 07.1975 (E) ---
33 Central African Republic 13.08.1960 --- 01.1975-04.1976 - E. Domitien 08.1960 07.1987 (E) ---
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34 Chad 11.08.1960 --- --- 03.1962 03.1962 (E) ---
35  Chile --- ---3 --- 04.07.1811 04.1951 (E) 03.2003-03.2004 - I. Allende Bussi (Chamber of Deputies); 2001-2003 - A. Muñoz D'albora 

(Chamber of Deputies)
36 China --- 02.1972 Soong Ching Ling (an 

honorary presidency was conferred to 
her upon her death)

--- 04.07.1811 04.1954 (E) ---

37 Colombia --- --- --- 1832 04.1954 (N), 03.1958 (E) Since 07.2005 C. Blum De Barberi (Senate); 07.2004 - 07.2005 - ZdC Jattin Corrales (House of 
Representatives); 2000–2001 - N. P. Gutiérrez Castañeda (House of Representatives)

38 Comoros 12.1975 --- --- 12.1978 12.1993 (E) ---
39 Congo 15.08.1960 --- --- 01.06.1959 12.1963 (E) ---
40 Costa Rica --- --- --- 16.05.1823 11.1953 (E) 05.2000-05.2001 - R. Contreras de Madriz (Legislative Assembly); 1986-1987 - R.M. Karpinsky 

Dodero (Legislative Assembly) 

41 Côte d’Ivoire 07.08.1960 --- --- 01.11.1960 11.1965 (E) ---
42 Croatia 08.10.1991 --- --- 08.1992 08.1992 (E) 05.1994-05.2001 - K. Ivanisevic (Zupanijski Dom, House of Districts)

43 Cuba --- --- --- 20.05.1902 07.1940 (E) ---
44 Cyprus 16.08.1960 --- --- 07.1960 10.1963 (E) ---
45 Czech Republic 01.01.1993 --- --- 06.1992 06.1992 (E) 1998-2004 - L. Benesova (Senate)

46 Dem. People’s Rep. of 
Korea

09.09.1948 --- 11.07.2002-31.07.2002 - Chang Sang 
(nominated by President but not ratified 

by parliament)

08.1948 08.1948 (E) ---

47 Dem. Republic of Congo 30.06.1960 --- --- 06.1960 11.1970 (E) ---
48 Denmark --- --- --- 05.06.1849 1918 (E) 03.1950 - I. Hansen (Landsting)
49 Djibouti 27.06.1977 --- --- 01.05.1977 2003 (E) ---
50 Dominica 03.11.1978 --- 1980-1985; 1985-1990 & 1990-1995 - 

M.E. Charles
07.1980 07.1980 (E+N) Since 2000 - A. B. Knights (House of Assembly); 1993-1995 - N. Edwards (House of Assembly); 1980-

1988 - M. Davies-Pierre (House of Assembly) 
51 Dominican Republic --- --- --- 06.11.1844 1942 (E) 08.1999-08.2000 - R. Albuquerque (Chamber of Deputies)
52 Ecuador --- 09.2.1997-11.02.1997 R. Arteage 

Serrano de Cordova (acting executive 
president)

--- 28.08.1830 1956 (E) 20.04.2005 - 30.4.2005 -C. Fernanda Viteri Jiménez (Acting) (Congress) ; 01.08-29.08.2000 - S. 
Gonzáles Muños (Congress)

53 Egypt --- --- --- 01.1950 07.1957 (E) ---
54 El Salvador --- --- --- 09.1840 12.1961 (E) 1994-1997 - G. Salguero Gross (Legislative Assembly)
55 Equatorial Guinea 12.10.1968 --- --- 09.1968 09.1968 (E) ---
56 Eritrea4 24.05.1993 --- --- 02.1994 02.1994 (E) ---

57 Estonia 20.08.1991 --- --- 29.11.1920 05.03.1990 04.1919 (E); 11.1920 (E); 
03 1990 (E)

Since 03.2003 - E. Ergma (Parliament)

58 Ethiopia 06.04.1941 --- --- 02.11.1932 10.1957 (E) 1995-2000 - A. Meko (House of the Federation)
59 Fiji 10.10.1970 --- --- 11.1970 (Senate); 05.1972 

(House Rep.)
11.1970 (N) (Senate); 

05.1972 (E) (House Rep.)
---

60 Finland --- Since 03.2000 -T. Kaarina Halonen 04.2003-06.2003 - A. Jääteenmäki 16.03.1907 03.1907 (E) 25.03.2003-15.04-2003 - A. Jäätteenmäki (Parliament); 1991-1995 & 1995-1999 &1999-2003 - R. 
Uosukainen (Parliament)

61 France --- --- 05.1991-04.1992 - E. Cresson 17.06.1789 10.1945 (E) ---
62 Gabon 17.08.1960 --- --- 02.1961 02.1961 (E) ---
63 Gambia 18.02.1965 --- --- 05.1966 05.1982 ?(E) ---
64 Georgia 04.1991 11.2003-01.2004 - N. Burdjanadze 

(acting)
--- 10.11.1990 10.1992 (E) Since 11.2001 - N. Burdjanadze (Parliament) 

65 Germany5 --- 04.1990-10.1990 S. Bergmann-Pohl 
(acting) Democratic Republic of 

Germany

Since 11.2005 - A. Merkel 03.03.1871 01.1919 (E) 04-10.1990 - S. Bergmann-Pohl (Volkskammer); 1988-1994 & 1994-1998 - R. Süssmuth 
(Bundestag); 1972-1976 - A. Renger (FRG-Bundestag)

66 Ghana 06.03.1957 --- --- 17.07.1956 08.1960 (N); 09.1969 (E) ---
67 Greece --- --- --- 1844 11.1952 (E) Since 03.2004 - A Benaki-Psarouda  (Parliament)
68 Grenada 07.02.1974 --- --- 02.1972 12.1976 (E+N) Since 2004 - L.A Seon (Senate); 1990-1996 - M. Neckles (Senate)

69 Guatemala --- --- --- ? 03.1956 (E) 01.1994-01.1995 - A.Castro de Camparini (Congress); 01.1991-01.1992 - A.C.Soberanis Reyes 
(Congress) 

70 Guinea 02.10.1958 --- --- 09.1963 09.1963 (E) ---
71 Guinea-Bissau 24.09.1974 14.05.1984-16.05.1984 C. Periera 

(acting)
--- 14.10.1972 10.1972 (N); 03.1984 (E) ---
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72 Guyana 26.05.1966 12.1997-08.1999 - Janet Jagan 03.1997-12.1997 - Janet Jagan 26.05.1966 04.1953 (E); 12.1968 (E) ---

73 Haiti --- 03.1990-02.1991 - E. Pascal Trouillot 11.1995-02.1996 - C. Werleigh 22.04.1817 05.1961 (E) ---

74 Honduras --- --- --- 29.08.1824 1957 ---
75 Hungary --- --- --- 12th cent.1848 1945 (E) Since 04.2002 - K. Szilin (Parliament)
76 Iceland --- 08.1980-08.1996 - V. Finnbogadóttir --- 1930 07.1922 (E) Since 10.2005 - S. Pétursdóttir (Althingi); 1991-1995 - S. Thorkelsdóttir (Althingi); 1988-1991 - G. 

Helgadóttir (Althingi Uni); 1983-1987 - S. Thorkelsdóttir (Upper House); 1974-1978 - R. Helgadóttir 
(Lower House)

77  India 15.08.1947 --- 01.1966-03.1977 & 01.1980-10.1984 - 
I. Gandhi 

02.1952 04.1952 (E) 1996-2004 - N.A. Heptulla (acting ) (Council of States)

78 Indonesia 17.08.1945 07.2001-10.2004 - M. Sukarnoputri --- 02.1950 02.1950 (N); 07.1971 (E) ---

79 Iran (Islamic Rep. of) --- --- --- 07.10.1906 09.1963 (E+N) ---
80 Iraq --- --- --- 03.1920 06.1980 (E) ---
81 Ireland --- Since 11.1997 - M. McAleese; 

12.1990-11.1997- M. Robinson
--- 06.12.1922 12.1918 (E) 05.1982-02.1983 & 1987-1989 - T. Honan (Senate)

82 Israel 15.05.1948 --- 03.1969-04.1974 - G. Meir 25.01.1949 01.1949 (E) ---

83 Italy --- --- --- 1848 06.1946 (E) 1994-1998 - I. Pivetti (Chamber of Deputies); 1979-1992 - N. Iotti (Chamber of Deputies)
84 Jamaica 06.08.1962 --- --- 02.1967 12.1944 (E)  Since 01.1998 - S. Marshall-Burnett (Senate); 12.1997-2002 - V. Neilson (House of Representatives); 

09.1984–10.1986 - J. Grant Woodham (Senate)
85 Japan --- --- --- 29.11.1890 04.1946 (E) (House of 

Representatives); 04.1947 (E) 
(House  of Councillors)

Since 2004 - C. Oogi (House of Councillors); 1993-1996 - T. Doi (House of Representatives)

86 Jordan 25.05.1946 --- --- 1946 11.1989 (N) (Senate); 
11.1993 (E) (Ch. Deputies)

---

87 Kazakhstan 16.12.1991 --- --- 03.1990 03.1990 (E) ---
88 Kenya 12.12.1963 --- --- 05.1963 12.1969 (E+N) ---

89 Kiribati 12.07.1979 --- --- 02.02.1978 07.1990 (E) ---
90 Kuwait 19.06.1961 --- --- 01.1962 06.2005 (N)6 ---
91 Kyrghyzstan 09.1991 --- --- 02.1990 02.1990 (E) ---
92 Lao People's Dem. Rep. 10.1953 --- --- 25.12.1955 05.1958 (E) ---
93 Latvia 21.08.1991 Since 06.1999 - V. Vike-Freiberga --- 03.04.1990 04.1920 (E) Since 10.2002 - I. Udre (Saeima);10.1995-09.1996 - I. Kreituse (Saeima)

94 Lebanon 22.11.1943 --- --- 04.1947 04.1963 (E) ---
95 Lesotho 04.10.1966 --- --- 04.1965 04.1965 (N); 03.1993 (E) Since 11.1999 - N. Motsamai (National Assembly)

96 Liberia --- Since 01.2006 - E. Johnson-Sirleaf; 
09.1996-08.1997 - R. Perry

--- 1889  ? ---

97 Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 24.12.1951 --- --- 02.1952 ? ---
98 Liechtenstein --- --- --- 24.11.1862 02.1986 (E) ---
99 Lithuania 11.03.1990 --- 03.1990-01.1991 - K. Prunskiene; 04-

18.04.1999 - I. Degutiene (acting)
15.09.1920 05.1920 (E) ---

100 Luxembourg --- --- --- 28.07.1918 04.1919 (E) 1989-1994 & 1994-1995 - E. Hennicot-Schoepges (Chamber of Deputies)
101 Madagascar 26.06.1960 --- --- 06.1960 08.1965 (E) ---
102 Malawi 06.07.1964 --- --- 04.1964 04.1964 (E) ---
103 Malaysia 31.08.1957 --- --- 08.1959 08.1959 (E) (Ch. Deputies); 

05.1965 (N) (Senate)
---

104 Maldives 26.07.1965 --- --- 11.1979 11.1979 (E) ---
105 Mali 20.06.1960 --- --- 1960 1960 (E) ---
106 Malta 21.09.1964 02.1982-02.1987 - A. Barbara --- 03.1966 03.1966 (E) 1996-1998 - M. Spiteri Debono (House of Representatives)

107 Marshall Islands 09.1991 --- --- 01.11.1991 11.1991 (E) ---
108 Mauritania 28.11.1960 --- --- 1965 10.1975 (E) ---
109 Mauritius 12.03.1968 --- --- 12.1976 06.1975 (E) ---
110 Mexico --- --- --- 31.01.1824 09.1952 (N); 07.1955 (E) 09.2001-12.2002 - B. Paredes Rangel (Chamber of Deputies); 1997-2000 - M. Moreno Uriegas 

(Senate) ; 1994-1997 - M. Moreno Uriegas  (Chamber of Deputies) 
111 Micronesia (Fed. States of) 09.1991 --- --- 03.1993 No ---
112 Monaco --- --- --- 02.1963 02.1963 (E) ---
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113 Mongolia 01.01.1946 09.1953-07.1954 - S. Yanjmaa 
(Acting)

22.07.1999-30.07.1999 - N.-O. Tuyaa 
(acting)

06.1951 06.1951 (E) ---

114 Morocco 02.03.1956 --- --- 05.1963 06.1993 (E) ---
115 Mozambique 04.12.1977 --- Since 02.2004 - L. Diogo 12.1977 12.1977 (E) ---

116 Myanmar --- --- --- 04.1947 04.1947 (E) ---
117 Namibia 21.03.1990 --- --- 11.1989 11.1989 (E) ---
118 Nauru 31.01.1968 --- --- 31.01.1968 12.1986 (E) ---
119 Nepal --- --- --- 02.1959 1952 (N); 10.1959 (E+N) ---
120 Netherlands --- --- --- 1796 or 1813 07.1918 (E) Since 06.2003 - Y. Timmerman-Buck (Senate); 05.1998-05.2002 - J. van Nieuwenhoven (House of 

Representatives)
121 New Zealand --- --- Since 11.1999 - H. Clark; 

12.1997-11.1999 - J. Shipley
1852 09.1933 (E) Since 3.2005 - M. Wilson (House of Representatives)

122 Nicaragua --- 04.1990-01.1997- V. Barrios de 
Chamorro

--- 08.04.1826 02.1972 (E) 1990-1992 - M. Argüello Morales (National Assembly)

123 Niger 03.08.1960 --- --- 1958 12.1989 (E) ---
124 Nigeria 01.10.1960 --- --- 03.1965 ? ---
125 Norway --- --- 02-10.1981;  05.1986-10.1989 & 

11.1990-
10.1996 G. Harlem Brundtland

1814 1911 (N) 1993-1997 & 1997-2001 - K. Kolle Gröndahl (Stortinget)

126 Oman --- --- --- ? ? ---
127 Pakistan7 01.1972 --- 12.1988-08.1990 & 10.1993-11.1996 - 

B. Bhutto
1973 1973 (E) ---

128 Palau 01.10.1994 --- --- 11.1992 No ---
129 Panama --- 09.1999-09.2004 - M.E. Moscoso de 

Arias
--- 1904 1946 (E) 1994-1996 - B. Herrera Araúz (Legislative Assembly)

130 Papua New Guinea 16.09.1975 --- --- 07.1977 07.1977 (E) ---
131 Paraguay --- --- --- 1811 04.1963 (E) ---
132 Peru --- --- 06.2003-12.2003 - B. Merino (President 

of the Council of Ministers)
20.09.1822 07.1956 (E) 1999-2000 - M. Hildebrandt Pérez (Congress); 1995-1996 - M. Chávez Cossío de Ocampo 

(Congress)
133 Philippines 04.07.1946 Since 01.2001 - G. Macapagal-

Arroyo; 02.1986-06.1992 - C. 
Aquino

--- 23.04.1946 11.1941 (E) ---

134 Poland --- --- 07.1992-10.1993 - H. Suchocka 01.1593 01.1919 (E) (Sejm); 03.1928 
(E) (Senate)

1997-2001 - A. Grzeszkowiak (Senate)

135 Portugal --- --- 08.1979-01.1980 - M. de Lourdes 
Pintasilgo

27.01.1821 11.1934 (N); 11.1934 (E) ---

136 Qatar 09.01.1971 --- --- ? ? ---
137 Republic of Korea 15.08.1948 --- --- 10.05.1948 05.1948 (E) ---
138 Republic of Moldova 01.08.1991 --- --- 01.02.1990 02.1990 (E) 03.2001 - 3.2005 - E. Ostapciuc (Parliament)
139 Romania --- --- --- 20.11.1919 11.1946 (E) ---
140 Russian Federation8 01.06.1990 --- --- 01.12.1993 12.1993 (E) ---
141 Rwanda 01.07.1962 --- 07.1993-04.1994 - A. Uwilingiyimana 01.12.1965 12.1981(E) ---

142 Saint Kitts and Nevis 19.09.1983 --- --- 06.1984 06.1984 (E)  Since 10.2004 - M. Liburd (Assembly); 09.2001-10.2004 - M. Morton (Assembly)
143 Saint Lucia 22.02.1979 --- --- 07.1979 05.1974 (E) ---
144 Saint Vincent and the 

Grenadines
27.10.1979 --- --- 12.1979 12.1979 (E) ---

145 Samoa 01.01.1962 --- --- 04.1964 02.1976 (N); 04.1991 (E) ---
146 San Marino --- 10.2003-03.2004 V. Ciavatta; 

04.2000-09.2000 - M. D. Michelotti; 
04.1999-09.1999 - R. Zafferani; 

10.1991 - E. Ceccoli; 04.1993 - P. 
Busignani; 10.1989 &  04.1984 - G. 

Ranocchini; 04-10.1981 - M.L. 
Pedini Angelini

--- 13th cent.; 1906 09.1974 (E) 04.2005 - 10.2005 F. Morganti; 10.2003-03.2004 V. Ciavatta; 04.2000-09.2000 - M. D. Michelotti; 
04.1999-09.1999 - R. Zafferani;  10.1991 - E. Ceccoli; 04.1993 - P. Busignani; 10.1989 &  04.1984 - 

G. Ranocchini; 04-10.1981 - M.L. Pedini Angelini;

147 Saõ Tomé and Principe 12.07.1975 --- Since 06.2005 - Maria do Carmo Silveira; 
09.2002-09.2004 - M. das Neves Ceita 

Batista de Sousa

12.1975 12.1975 (E) 1980-1985 & 1985-1991 - A. Graça do Espirito Santo (National Assembly)

148 Saudi Arabia --- --- --- ? No
149 Senegal 04.04.1960 --- 05.2001-11.2002 - M. Boye 1960 12.1963 (E) ---
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150 Serbia and Montenegro9 1992 12.02 - 02.2004 - N. Micic (acting) 05.1982-05.1986 - M. Planinc 01.12.1992 11.1943 (E) 2001-2004 - N. Micic (National Assembly); 2001-2002 - V. Perovic (Parliament); 05.1989-06.1992 - 
B. Glumac-Levakov (Federal Chamber of the S.F.R.Y.); 05.1986-05.1987 - M. Gligorijevic-Takeva 

(Federal Chamber of the S.F.R.Y); 10.1979-05.1982 - S. Tomasevic-Arnesen (Federal Chamber of the 
S.F.R.Y. Assembly); 05.1967-05.1969 - V. Tomsic (Federal Chamber and Chamber of Nationalities of 
the Federal Assembly); 06.1963-05.1967 - O. Vrabic (Chamber of Welfare and Health of the Federal 

Assembly of the S.F.R.Y.)

151 Seychelles 28.06.1976 --- --- 01.09.1976 06.1976 (E); 09.1976 (N) ---
152 Sierra Leone 27.04.1961 --- --- 04.1962 ? ---
153 Singapore 09.08.1965 --- --- 21.09.1963 09.1963 (E) ---
154 Slovakia 01.01.1993 --- --- 01.06.1992 06.1992 (E) ---
155 Slovenia 08.10.1991 --- --- 12.1992 12.1992 (E) ---
156 Solomon Islands 07.07.1978 --- --- 08.1980 05.1993 (E) ---
157 Somalia 01.07.1960 --- --- 02.1960 12.1979 (E) ---
158 South Africa --- --- --- 04.1933 04.1933 (E) Since 04.2004 - B. Mbete (National Assembly); 1999-2004 - N. Pandore (National Council of 

Provinces); 1994-1999 & 1999-2004 - F.N. Ginwala (National Assembly)

159 Spain --- --- --- 1810 07.1931 (E) 04.2000-01.2004 - L. F. Rudi (Chamber of Deputies); 02.1999-04.2000 & 04.2000-10.2002 - E. 
Aguirre Gil de Biedma (Senate) 

160 Sri Lanka 04.02.1948 11.1994-11.1999 & 12.1999 - 
11.2005  C. Kumaratunge

 08.1994-11.1994 C. Kumaratunge; 
07.1960-03.1965 & 05.1970-07.1977 & 

11.1994-08.2000 - S. Bandaranaike

09.1947 09.1947 (E) ---

161 Sudan 01.1956 --- --- 1954 11.1964 (E) ---
162 Suriname 25.11.1975 --- --- 10.1975 03.1963 (E) 10.1996-07.2000 - I.M. Djawalapersad (National Assembly)
163 Swaziland 06.09.1968 --- --- 04.1972 04.1972 (E+N) ---
164 Sweden --- --- --- 1435 09.1921 (E)  1994-1998 & 1998-2002 - B. Dahl (Riksdag); 1991-1994 - I. Troedsson (Riksdag)
165 Switzerland --- 01.1999-12.1999 - R. Dreifuss --- 1848 10.1971 (E) 2005 - T. Meyer (National Council); 2002 - L. Maury Pasquier (National Council); 2001 - F. Saudan 

(Council of States); 1998 - T. Heberlein (National Council);  1996 - J. Stamm (National Council); 
1994 - G. Haller (National Council); 1992 - J. Meier (Council of States); 1982 - H. Lang (National 

Council); 05-11.1977 - E. Blunschy (National Council)

166 Syrian Arab Republic 17.04.1946 --- --- 01.07.1947 05.1973 (E) ---
167 Tajikistan 09.09.1991 --- --- 01.02.1990 02.1990 (E) ---
168 Thailand --- --- --- 1932 11.1947 (N); 06.1949 (E) ---
169 The Former Yugoslav Rep. 

of Macedonia
08.09.1991 --- 05.2004-06.2004 & 11.2004-12.2004 - 

R. Sekerinska (acting)
11.12.1990 11.12.1990 (E) ---

170 Timor-Leste 20.05.2002 --- --- 20.05.2002 2002 (E) ---
171 Togo 27.04.1960 --- --- 04.1961 04.1961 (E) ---
172 Tonga 04.06.1970 --- --- 05.1975 02.1993 (E) ---
173 Trinidad and Tobago 31.08.1962 --- --- 31.08.1962 08.1962 (E+N) Since 2002 - L. Baboolal (Senate); 1991-1995 - O. Seapaul (House of Representatives) 
174 Tunisia 20.03.1956 --- --- 04.1956 11.1959 (E) ---
175 Turkey --- --- 06.1993-07.1996 - T. Çiller 1920 02.1935 (N); 1939 (E); ---

176 Turkmenistan 27.10.1991 --- --- 01.1990 01.1990 (E) ---
177 Tuvalu 01.10.1978 --- --- 08.1977 09.1989 (E) ---
178 Uganda 09.10.1962 --- --- 04.1962 04.1962 (E) ---
179 Ukraine 05.12.1991 --- 02.2005 - 9.2005 - Y. Timoshenko 03.1990 03.1990 (E) ---

180 United Arab Emirates 02.12.1971 --- --- 12.1971 No ---
181 United Kingdom --- --- 05.1979 -11.1990 - M. Thatcher 13th cent.;  06.188610 12.1918 (E); 11.1919 (E) 1992-1997 & 1997-2000 - B. Boothroyd (House of Commons)
182 United Republic of 

Tanzania
09.12.1961 --- --- 01.09.1965 ? ---

183 United States of America --- --- --- 04.1789 03.1917 (E) (House of Rep.); 
01.1932 (E) (Senate)

---

184 Uruguay --- --- --- 18.07.1830 11.1942 (E) Since 02.2005 - N. Castro (House of Representatives); 1963, 1965 & 1967 - A. Roballo (Senate)
185 Uzbekistan 31.08.1991 --- --- 02.1990 02.1990 (E) ---
186 Vanuatu 30.07.1980 --- --- 11.1979 11.1987 (E) ---
187 Venezuela --- --- --- 29.04.1830 02.1948 (E) 1998-1999 - I. Rojas (Chamber of Deputies); 1994-1995 - C. Lavria (Chamber of Deputies)
188 Viet Nam11 1946 & 07.1976 --- --- 01.07.1976 01.1946 (E) ---
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Country
Sovereignty after 

1940
Women Presidents Women Prime Ministers

First legislature of the 
present sovereign State1

First woman elected (E) or 
nominated (N) to Parliament

Women as presiding officers of parliament or of one of its chambers

189 Yemen12 30.11.1967 
22.05.1990

--- --- 1967 - (DPR of Yemen); 
1970 - (Arab Rep. Yemen)

05.1990 (E ?) ---

190 Zambia 24.10.1964 --- --- 01.1964 01.1964 (E+N) ---
191 Zimbabwe 18.04.1980 --- --- 02.1980 02-03.1980 (E+N) Since 11.2005 E. Madzongwe (Senate)

1. The date given is that of the first legislature of the present sovereign State.  Likewise, account is taken only of the date on which a woman became a member of the first legislature after independence.  
      For all countries which had a form of representative institution between the 10th and 13th century, this reference is given as well as the date on which a Parliament in the present day meaning of the word 
     (i.e. having legislative and oversight powers according to internal law) was established.
2. The countries where Parliament stood suspended or temporarily dissolved at the time of the study are indicated in italics.  The same applied to countries which never had a Parliament.
3. Michelle Bachelet was elected as first woman president in Chile in January 2006. She will assume her position in March 2006.  
4. In November 1955, Eritrea was part of Ethiopia. The Constitution of sovereign Eritrea adopted on 23 May 1997 stipulates that "All Eritrean citizens, of eighteen years of age or more, shall have the right to vote. " 
5. Reunification of the Federal Republic of Germany and the German Democratic Republic on 3 October 1990.
6. In Kuwait, women were granted the right to vote and to stand for election in May 2005.  In June 2005, Dr. Massouma Al-Mubarak became the first woman minister of Kuwait and consequently an ex officio member of parliament - the first woman to hold such a post.
7. Pakistan became independent in August 1947; the dates given here are for Pakistan following the partition of Bangladesh.
8. For the USSR, see data in IPU publication « Women in Parliament: 1945-1995, A World Statistical Survey », Series “Reports and Documents”, N°23, 1995
9. The  Federal Rep. of Yugoslavia became Serbia and Montenegro in 2003. For the SFR of Yugoslavia, see data in IPU publication « Women in Parliament: 1945-1995 », Series “Reports and Documents”, N°23, 1995
10. This date is that of the first elections to the House of Commons following the electoral reform of 1884, which established a uniform electoral system for the entire United Kingdom and granted adult males the right to vote and to stand for election.
11. Reunification of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam and the Republic of Viet Nam in July l976.
12. Reunification of Yemen on 22 May 1990.
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 I N T E R - P A R L I A M E N T A R Y  U N I O N  

 

DATA SHEET N° 2 
PROGRESS AND SETBACKS 

of Women in National Parliaments 
between 01.07.1995 and 01.02.2006 

Country Single or Lower Chamber of Parliament 
  01.07.1995           01.02.2006          + & - 

 

Women  

Total 
Seats 
filled 

% of 
Women Women  

Total 
Seats 
filled 

% of 
Women Percentage points 

Progress 
Rwanda 12 / 70 17.14 39 / 80 48.75 31.61 
Andorra 1 / 28 3.57 8 / 28 28.57 25.00 
Belgium 18 / 150 12.00 52 / 150 34.67 22.67 
Costa Rica 8 / 57 14.04 20 / 57 35.09 21.05 
Spain 56 / 350 16.00 126 / 350 36.00 20.00 
Suriname 3 / 51 5.88 13 / 51 25.49 19.61 
United Republic of Tanzania 28 / 249 11.24 97 / 319 30.41 19.16 
Republic of Moldova 5 / 104 4.81 22 / 101 21.78 16.97 
Ethiopia 11 / 220 5.00 117 / 546 21.43 16.43 
Honduras 9 / 128 7.03 30 / 128 23.44 16.41 
Tunisia 11 / 163 6.75 43 / 189 22.75 16.00 
Liechtenstein 2 / 25 8.00 6 / 25 24.00 16.00 
Croatia 8 / 138 5.80 33 / 152 21.71 15.91 
T. F. Yugoslav Rep. of Macedonia 4 / 120 3.33 23 / 120 19.17 15.83 
Monaco 1 / 18 5.56 5 / 24 20.83 15.28 
Australia 14 / 147 9.52 37 / 150 24.67 15.14 
Lithuania 10 / 141 7.09 31 / 141 21.99 14.89 
Tajikistan 5 / 181 2.76 11 / 63 17.46 14.70 
Argentina 56 / 257 21.79 93 / 257 36.19 14.40 
Mauritius 2 / 70 2.86 12 / 70 17.14 14.29 
Lao People’s Democratic Republic 8 / 85 9.41 25 / 109 22.94 13.52 
Cuba 134 / 589 22.75 219 / 609 35.96 13.21 
Portugal 20 / 230 8.70 49 / 230 21.30 12.61 
Cyprus 2 / 56 3.57 9 / 56 16.07 12.50 
Guinea 8 / 114 7.02 22 / 114 19.30 12.28 
Singapore 3 / 81 3.70 15 / 94 15.96 12.25 
Bosnia and Herzegovina  7 / 156 4.49 7 / 42 16.67 12.18 
Bahamas 4 / 49 8.16 8 / 40 20.00 11.84 
Ecuador 3 / 67 4.48 16 / 100 16.00 11.52 
Uzbekistan 15 / 250 6.00 21 / 120 17.50 11.50 
Republic of Korea 6 / 299 2.01 40 / 299 13.38 11.37 
Saint Lucia 0 / 17 0.00 2 / 18 11.11 11.11 
Azerbaijan 1 / 50 2.00 15 / 115 13.04 11.04 
New Zealand 21 / 99 21.21 39 / 121 32.23 11.02 
Djibouti 0 / 65 0.00 7 / 65 10.77 10.77 
Guyana 13 / 65 20.00 20 / 65 30.77 10.77 
Equatorial Guinea 6 / 80 7.50 18 / 100 18.00 10.50 
Turkmenistan 5 / 90 5.56 8 / 50 16.00 10.44 
Austria 43 / 183 23.50 62 / 183 33.88 10.38 
Morocco 2 / 333 0.60 35 / 325 10.77 10.17 
United Kingdom 62 / 651 9.52 127 / 646 19.66 10.14 
Mexico 71 / 500 14.20 121 / 500 24.20 10.00 



 - 2 - 

Country Single or Lower Chamber of Parliament 
  01.07.1995           01.02.2006          + & - 

 

Women  

Total 
Seats 
filled 

% of 
Women Women  

Total 
Seats 
filled 

% of 
Women Percentage points 

Progress 
Mozambique 63 / 250 25.20 87 / 250 34.80 9.60 
Bhutan 0 / 150 0.00 14 / 150 9.33 9.33 
Namibia 13 / 72 18.06 21 / 78 26.92 8.87 
Viet Nam 73 / 395 18.48 136 / 498 27.31 8.83 
Niger 3 / 83 3.61 14 / 113 12.39 8.77 
Bulgaria 32 / 240 13.33 53 / 240 22.08 8.75 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 2 / 21 9.52 4 / 22 18.18 8.66 
Panama 6 / 72 8.33 13 / 78 16.67 8.33 
Peru 12 / 120 10.00 22 / 120 18.33 8.33 
Sierra Leone 5 / 80 6.25 18 / 124 14.52 8.27 
Burkina Faso 4 / 107 3.74 13 / 111 11.71 7.97 
Malawi 10 / 177 5.65 26 / 191 13.61 7.96 
Iceland 16 / 63 25.40 21 / 63 33.33 7.94 
Mali 3 / 129 2.33 15 / 147 10.20 7.88 
South Africa 100 / 400 25.00 131 / 400 32.75 7.75 
Malta 1 / 66 1.52 6 / 65 9.23 7.72 
Swaziland 2 / 65 3.08 7 / 65 10.77 7.69 
Cape Verde 6 / 79 7.59 11 / 72 15.28 7.68 
Chile 9 / 120 7.50 18 / 120 15.00 7.50 
Paraguay 2 / 80 2.50 8 / 80 10.00 7.50 
Senegal 14 / 120 11.67 23 / 120 19.17 7.50 
Poland 60 / 460 13.04 94 / 460 20.43 7.39 
Romania 14 / 341 4.11 37 / 331 11.18 7.07 
Lesotho 3 / 65 4.62 14 / 120 11.67 7.05 
Czech Republic 20 / 200 10.00 34 / 200 17.00 7.00 
Greece 18 / 300 6.00 39 / 300 13.00 7.00 
Switzerland 36 / 200 18.00 50 / 200 25.00 7.00 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 37 / 738 5.01 60 / 500 12.00 6.99 
Central African Republic 3 / 85 3.53 11 / 105 10.48 6.95 
Congo 2 / 125 1.60 11 / 129 8.53 6.93 
Liberia 2 / 35 5.71 8 / 64 12.50 6.79 
Grenada 3 / 15 20.00 4 / 15 26.67 6.67 
Uganda 47 / 270 17.41 73 / 305 23.93 6.53 
Philippines 22 / 250 8.80 36 / 236 15.25 6.45 
Sudan 26 / 316 8.23 66 / 450 14.67 6.44 
Japan 14 / 511 2.74 43 / 480 8.96 6.22 
Togo 1 / 81 1.23 6 / 81 7.41 6.17 
Bolivia 14 / 130 10.77 22 / 130 16.92 6.15 
Latvia 15 / 100 15.00 21 / 100 21.00 6.00 
Zambia 10 / 150 6.67 20 / 158 12.66 5.99 
Estonia 13 / 101 12.87 19 / 101 18.81 5.94 
Israel 11 / 120 9.17 18 / 120 15.00 5.83 
France 37 / 577 6.41 70 / 574 12.20 5.78 
Maldives 3 / 48 6.25 6 / 50 12.00 5.75 
Dominican Republic 14 / 120 11.67 26 / 150 17.33 5.67 
Germany 176 / 672 26.19 195 / 614 31.76 5.57 
Angola 21 / 220 9.55 33 / 220 15.00 5.45 
Netherlands 47 / 150 31.33 55 / 150 36.67 5.33 
Antigua and Barbuda 1 / 19 5.26 2 / 19 10.53 5.26 
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Country Single or Lower Chamber of Parliament 
  01.07.1995           01.02.2006          + & - 

 

Women  

Total 
Seats 
filled 

% of 
Women Women  

Total 
Seats 
filled 

% of 
Women Percentage points 

Progress 
Serbia and Montenegro 4 / 138 2.90 10 / 126 7.94 5.04 
San Marino 7 / 60 11.67 10 / 60 16.67 5.00 
Sweden 141 / 349 40.40 158 / 349 45.27 4.87 
Kiribati 0 / 41 0.00 2 / 42 4.76 4.76 
Thailand 24 / 391 6.14 54 / 500 10.80 4.66 
Nicaragua 15 / 92 16.30 19 / 92 20.65 4.35 
United States of America 48 / 440 10.91 66 / 435 15.17 4.26 
Jordan 1 / 80 1.25 6 / 110 5.45 4.20 
Bangladesh 35 / 330 10.61 51 / 345 14.78 4.18 
Kenya 6 / 202 2.97 16 / 224 7.14 4.17 
Fiji 3 / 70 4.29 6 / 71 8.45 4.16 
Uruguay 7 / 99 7.07 11 / 99 11.11 4.04 
Finland 67 / 200 33.50 75 / 200 37.50 4.00 
Guinea-Bissau 10 / 100 10.00 14 / 100 14.00 4.00 
Cambodia 7 / 120 5.83 12 / 123 9.76 3.92 
Denmark 59 / 179 32.96 66 / 179 36.87 3.91 
Dominica 3 / 32 9.38 4 / 31 12.90 3.53 
Gabon 7 / 119 5.88 11 / 119 9.24 3.36 
Luxembourg 12 / 60 20.00 14 / 60 23.33 3.33 
Madagascar 5 / 138 3.62 11 / 160 6.88 3.25 
Belize 1 / 29 3.45 2 / 30 6.67 3.22 
Georgia 14 / 222 6.31 22 / 235 9.36 3.06 
Comoros 0 / 42 0.00 1  33 3.03 3.03 
Ghana 16 / 200 8.00 25 / 230 10.87 2.87 
Canada 53 / 295 17.97 64 / 308 20.78 2.81 
Mongolia 3 / 76 3.95 5 / 75 6.67 2.72 
Barbados 3 / 28 10.71 4 / 30 13.33 2.62 
Botswana 4 / 47 8.51 7 / 63 11.11 2.60 
Turkey 8 / 450 1.78 24 / 550 4.36 2.59 
Nepal 7 / 205 3.41 12 / 205 5.85 2.44 
Syrian Arab Republic 24 / 250 9.60 30 / 250 12.00 2.40 
Lebanon 3 / 128 2.34 6 / 128 4.69 2.34 
Seychelles 9 / 33 27.27 10 / 34 29.41 2.14 
Slovakia 22 / 150 14.67 25 / 150 16.67 2.00 
Samoa  2 / 47 4.26 3 / 49 6.12 1.87 
Saõ Tomé and Principe 4 / 55 7.27 5 / 55 9.09 1.82 
Vanuatu 1 / 46 2.17 2 / 52 3.85 1.67 
Brazil 36 / 513 7.02 44 / 513 8.58 1.56 
Ukraine 17 / 450 3.78 24 / 450 5.33 1.56 
Kuwait 0 / 50 0.00 1  65 1.54 1.54 
Albania 8 / 140 5.71 10 / 140 7.14 1.43 
Zimbabwe 22 / 150 14.67 24 / 150 16.00 1.33 
Malaysia 15 / 192 7.81 20 / 219 9.13 1.32 
Colombia 18 / 166 10.84 20 / 165 12.12 1.28 
Eritrea  22 / 105 20.95 33 / 150 22.00 1.05 
Papua New Guinea 0 / 109 0.00 1  109 0.92 0.92 
Guatemala 6 / 80 7.50 13 / 158 8.23 0.73 
Iran (Islamic Rep. Of) 9 / 261 3.45 12 / 290 4.14 0.69 
Trinidad and Tobago 7 / 37 18.92 7 / 36 19.44 0.53 



 - 4 - 

Country Single or Lower Chamber of Parliament 
  01.07.1995           01.02.2006          + & - 

 

Women  

Total 
Seats 
filled 

% of 
Women Women  

Total 
Seats 
filled 

% of 
Women Percentage points 

Status quo 
Dem. People’s Rep. of Korea 138 / 687 20.09 138 / 687 20.09 0.00 
El Salvador 9 / 84 10.71 9 / 84 10.71 0.00 
Jamaica 7 / 60 11.67 7 / 60 11.67 0.00 
Marshall Islands 1 / 33 3.03 1 / 33 3.03 0.00 
Micronesia (Federates States of) 0 / 14 0.00 0 / 14 0.00 0.00 
Palau 0 / 16 0.00 0 / 16 0.00 0.00 
Saint Kitts and Nevis 0 / 16 0.00 0 / 15 0.00 0.00 
United Arab Emirates 0 / 40 0.00 0 / 40 0.00 0.00 

Setbacks 
Egypt 10 / 454 2.20 9 / 442 2.04 -0.17 
Yemen 2 / 301 0.66 1 / 301 0.33 -0.33 
Ireland 21 / 166 12.65 14 / 114 12.28 -0.37 
Sri Lanka 12 / 225 5.33 11 / 225 4.89 -0.44 
Algeria 12 / 178 6.74 24 / 389 6.17 -0.57 
Benin 5 / 64 7.81 6 / 83 7.23 -0.58 
China 626 / 2978 21.02 604 / 2980 20.27 -0.75 
Indonesia 61 / 500 12.20 62 / 550 11.27 -0.93 
Armenia 12 / 190 6.32 7 / 131 5.34 -0.97 
Norway 65 / 165 39.39 64 / 169 37.87 -1.52 
Solomon Islands 1 / 47 2.13 0 / 50 0.00 -2.13 
Côte d'Ivoire 8 / 75 10.67 19 / 223 8.52 -2.15 
Slovenia 13 / 90 14.44 11 / 90 12.22 -2.22 
Hungary 44 / 386 11.40 35 / 385 9.09 -2.31 
Kazakhstan 9 / 67 13.43 8 / 77 10.39 -3.04 
Cameroon 22 / 180 12.22 16 / 180 8.89 -3.33 
Russian Federation 60 / 449 13.36 44 / 447 9.84 -3.52 
Italy 95 / 630 15.08 71 / 616 11.53 -3.55 
Kyrgyzstan 5 / 103 4.85 0 / 75 0.00 -4.85 
Nauru 1 / 18 5.56 0 / 18 0.00 -5.56 
Tuvalu 1 / 13 7.69 0 / 15 0.00 -7.69 
Chad 9 / 55 16.36 10 / 155 6.45 -9.91 

 
N.B.:  Countries that did not have a parliament in 1995 or do not have one at present, and those for which the information available 
was not sufficient for a comparison between the presence of women in parliament in 1995 and 2006, are not included in this list. 



 INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION  

 

DATA SHEET N° 3 
 

WOMEN 
in the two parliamentary regional assemblies 

elected by direct suffrage 
 

CENTRAL AMERICAN PARLIAMENT 18.9% 
Classification by descending order of the percentage of women  
Situation as at 1 February 2006 (according to data available on the Parliament’s website) 
    Elections Seats Women Percentage 
Panama  05.2004 22 6 27.3% 
Guatemala  11.2003 21 5 23.8% 
Nicaragua  11.2001 21 4 19.0% 
Dominican Republic  02.2004 22 4 18.2% 
El Salvador  03.2003 20 3 15.0% 
Honduras  11.2001 21 2 9.5% 
   127 24 18.9% 
      

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT     30.3% 
Classification by descending order of the percentage of women  
Situation as at 1 February 2006 (according to data available on the Parliament’s website) 
    Elections Seats Women Percentage 
Sweden  06.2004 19 11 57.9% 
Luxembourg  06.2004 6 3 50.0% 
Netherlands  06.2004 27 12 44.4% 
Slovenia  06.2004 7 3 42.9% 
France  06.2004 78 33 42.3% 
Ireland  06.2004 13 5 38.5% 
Lithuania  06.2004 13 5 38.5% 
Hungary  06.2004 24 9 37.5% 
Denmark  06.2004 14 5 35.7% 
Finland  06.2004 14 5 35.7% 
Slovakia  06.2004 14 5 35.7% 
Austria  06.2004 18 6 33.3% 
Estonia  06.2004 6 2 33.3% 
Spain  06.2004 54 18 33.3% 
Germany  06.2004 99 32 32.3% 
Belgium  06.2004 24 7 29.2% 
Greece  06.2004 24 7 29.2% 
United Kingdom  06.2004 78 20 25.6% 
Portugal  06.2004 24 6 25.0% 
Latvia  06.2004 9 2 22.2% 
Czech Republic  06.2004 24 5 20.8% 
Italy  06.2004 78 14 17.9% 
Poland  06.2004 54 7 13.0% 
Cyprus  06.2004 6 0 0.0% 
Malta  06.2004 5 0 0.0% 
   732 222 30.3% 



The European Parliament since its establishment 
 
 
 OVERALL SITUATION BETWEEN 1979 AND 2006 

 
 

Elections Seats Men Women  % of women 
 

06.1979 410 341 69 16.8% 

06.1984 518 433 85 16.4% 

06.1989 518 415 103 19.9% 

06.1994 567 420 147 25.9% 

01.1995 626 453 173 27.6% 

05.2000 626 432 194 31.0% 

03.2005 732 510 222 30.3% 

02.2006 732 510 222 30.3% 

 
 COUNTRY-BY-COUNTRY SITUATION 

 

Country June 1979 June 1984 June 1989 June 1994 May 2000 Jan. 2006 
 

Austria --- --- --- 7/21=33.3 8/21=38.1% 6/18=33.3% 

Belgium 6/24=25.0% 4/24=16.7% 5/24=20.8% 8/25=32.0% 8/25=32.0% 7/24=29.2% 

Cyprus --- --- --- --- --- 0/6=0.0% 

Czech Republic --- --- --- --- --- 5/24=20.8% 

Denmark 4/16=25.0% 7/16=43.8% 6/16=37.5% 7/16=43.8% 6/16=37.5% 5/14=35.7% 

Estonia --- --- --- --- --- 2/6=33.3% 

Finland --- --- --- 10/16=62.5% 7/16=43.8% 5/14=35.7% 

France 18/81=22.2% 16/81=19.8% 18/81=22.2% 26/87=29.9% 37/87=42.5% 33/78=42.3% 

Germany 12/81=14.8% 16/81=19.8% 27/81=33.3% 35/99 =35.3% 38/99=38.4% 32/99=32.3% 

Greece --- 2/24=8.3% 0/24=0.0% 4/25=16.0% 5/25=20.0% 7/24=29.2% 

Hungary --- --- --- --- --- 9/24=37.5% 

Ireland 1/15=6.7% 1/15=6.7% 1/15=6.7% 4/15=26.7% 5/15=33.3% 5/13=38.5% 

Italy 10/81=12.3% 8/81=9.9% 11/81=13.6% 11/87=12.6% 10/87=11.5% 14/78=17.9% 

Latvia --- --- --- --- --- 2/9=22.2% 

Lithuania --- --- --- --- --- 5/13=38.5% 

Luxembourg 2/6=33.3% 2/6=33.3% 3/6=50.0% 2/6=33.3% 2/6=33.3% 3/6=50.0% 

Malta --- --- --- --- --- 0/5=0.0% 

Netherlands 5/25=20.0% 7/25=28.0% 7/25=28.0% 10/31=32.2% 11/31=35.5% 12/27=44.4% 

Poland --- --- --- --- --- 7/54=13.0% 

Portugal --- 2/24=8.3% 4/24=16.7% 2/25=8.0% 5/25=20.0% 6/24=25.0% 

Spain --- 6/60=10.0% 9/60=15.0% 21/64=8.0% 21/64=32.8% 18/54=33.3% 

Slovakia --- --- --- --- --- 5/14=35.7% 

Slovenia --- --- --- --- --- 3/7=42.9% 

Sweden --- --- --- 10/22=45.4% 10/22=45.5% 11/19=57.9% 

United Kingdom 11/81=13.6% 12/81=14.8% 12/81=14.8% 16/87=18.4% 21/87=24.1% 20/78=25.6% 

 



 INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION  

 

DATA SHEET N° 4 
A CHRONOLOGY OF WOMEN 

Heads of State or Government: 1945 - 02.2006 
 
ELECTED WOMEN PRESIDENTS  

♦ Argentina  Maria Estela Martínez de Perón 07.1974 - 03.1976 
♦ Bolivia  Lydia Gueiler Tejada 11.1979 - 07.1980 
♦ Iceland  Vigdis Finnbogadóttir 08.1980 - 08.1996 
♦ San Marino  Maria Lea Pedini Angelini 04 - 10.1981 
♦ Malta Agatha Barbara 02.1982 - 02.1987 
♦ San Marino  Gloriana Ranocchini 04  - 10.1984 
♦ Philippines Corazon Aquino 02. 1986 - 06.1992 
♦ San Marino Gloriana Ranocchini 10.1989 - 04.1990 
♦ Haiti Ertha Pascal Trouillot 03.1990 - 02.1991 
♦ Nicaragua Violeta Barrios de Chamorro 04.1990 - 01.1997 
♦ Ireland Mary Robinson 12.1990 - 11.1997 
♦ San Marino  Edda Ceccoli 10.1991 - 04.1992 
♦ San Marino  Patrizia Busignani 04 - 10.1993 
♦ Sri Lanka  Chandrika Kumaratunge 11.1994 - 11.1999 
♦ Liberia  Ruth Perry 11.1996 - 08.1997 
♦ Guyana Janet Jagan 12.1997 - 08.1999 
♦ Ireland Mary McAleese 11.1997  - currently (02.2006) 
♦ Switzerland Ruth Dreifuss 01.1999 - 12.1999 
♦ San Marino  Rosa Zafferani 04 - 10.1999 
♦ Latvia Vaira Vike-Freiberga 06.1999 - currently (02.2006) 
♦ Panama Mireya Elisa Moscoso de Arias 09.1999 - 09.2004 
♦ Sri Lanka  Chandrika Kumaratunge 12.1999 - 11.2005 
♦ Finland Tanja Kaarina Halonen 03.2000 - currently (02.2006) 
♦ San Marino Maria Domenica Michelotti 04 - 10.2000 
♦ Philippines Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 01.2001 - currently (02.2006)  
♦ Indonesia Megwati Sukarnoputri 07.2001 - 10.2004 
♦ San Marino Valeria Ciavatta 10.2003 - 03.2004 
♦ Liberia Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf 01.2006 - currently (02.2006) 

 

Note: In January 2006, Michelle Bachelet was elected president of Chile.  She assumes her position in March 2006. 
 
The title of Honorary President was conferred posthumously on Soong Ching Ling, former Vice-President of the People’s Republic of 
China. Seven women served as Acting Head of State: Mongolia, Suhbaataryn Yanjmaa, 09.1953 – 07.1954; Guinea-Bissau, Carmen 
Periera, 14.05.1984 – 16.05.1984; Germany (Dem. Rep.) Sabine Bergmann-Pohl, 04.1990-10.1990; Ecuador, Rodalia Serrano de 
Cordova, 09.02.1997 – 11.02.1997; Serbia, Natasa Micic 12.2002-02.2004, Georgia, Nino Burdschanadse, 11.2003 – 01.2004; Austria, 
Barbara Prammer, 06.07.2004 – 08.07.2004.  
 
QUEENS / GRAND DUCHESSES 

♦ Netherlands Wilhelmina Helena Pauline Maria Orange-Nassau and 
Waldeck-Prymont 

11.1890 - 09.1948 

♦ Tonga  Salote Tupou III 04.1918 - 12.1965 
♦ Luxembourg  Charlotte Aldegonde Elise Marie Wilhelmine 01.1919 - 11.1964 
♦ Netherlands Juliana Louise Emma Marie Wilhelmina Orange-Nassau and 

Mecklenburg-Schwerin 
09.1948 - 04.1980 

♦ United Kingdom  Elizabeth Alexandra Mary II 02.1952 - currently (02.2006) 
♦ Cambodia Sisovath Kossemak Searieath  03.1955 - 04.1966 
♦ Lesotho  'MaMohato Tabitha' Masentle Lerotholi 06 - 11.1970 & 01 - 02.1996 
♦ Denmark Margrethe Alexandrine Thorhildur Ingrid Slesvig-Holsten-

Sonderborg- Glucksborg and Bernadotte 
01.1972 - currently (02.2006)  

♦ Netherlands Beatrix Wilhemina Armgard Orange-Nassau and Lippe-
Biesterfeld 

04.1980 - currently (02.2006) 

♦ Swaziland Dzeliwe Shongwe 08.1982 - 08.1983 
♦ Swaziland Ntombi Thwala 08.1983 - 04.1986 



 

WOMEN GOVERNOR-GENERAL 
1. Belize  Elmira Minita Gordon 09.1981 - 11.1993 
2. Canada  Jeanne Mathilde Sauvé 05.1984 - 01.1990 
3. Barbados Ruth Nita Barrow 06.1990 - 12-1995 
4. New Zealand  Catherine Tizard 11.1990 - 04.1996 
5. Saint Lucia  Calliopa Pearlette Louisy 09.1997 - currently (02.2006) 
6. Canada Adrienne Clarkson 07.1999 - 09.2005 
7. New Zealand Silvia Catright 04.2001  - currently (02.2006) 
8. Bahamas Ivy Dumont 01.2002 - 11.2005 
9. Canada Michaelle Jean 09.2005 - currently (02.2006) 

 
WOMEN PRIME MINISTERS 

1. Sri Lanka  Sirimavo Bandaranaike 07.1960 - 03.1965 
2. India Indira Gandhi 01.1966 - 03.1977 
3. Israel  Golda Meir 03.1969 - 04.1974 
4. Sri Lanka  Sirimavo  Bandaranaike 05.1970 - 07.1977 
5. Central African Republic  Elisabeth Domitien 01.1975 - 04.1976 
6. United Kingdom Margaret Thatcher  05.1979 - 11.1990 
7. Portugal  Maria de Lourdes Pintasilgo 08.1979 - 01.1980 
8. India Indira Gandhi 01.1980 - 10.1984  
9. Dominica  Mary Eugenia Charles 07.1980 - 06.1995 
10. Norway Gro Harlem Brundtland 02 - 10.1981 
11. Yugoslavia  Milka Planinc 05.1982 - 05.1986 
12. Norway Gro Harlem Brundtland 05.1986 - 10.1989 
13. Pakistan  Benazir Bhutto 12.1988 - 08.1990 
14. Lithuania Kazimiera Prunskiene 03.1990 - 01.1991 
15. Norway Gro Harlem Brundtland 11.1990 - 10.1996 
16. Bangladesh  Khaleda Zia 03.1991 - 03.1996 
17. France Edith Cresson 05.1991 - 04.1992 
18. Poland  Hanna Suchocka 07.1992 - 10.1993 
19. Canada  Kim Campbell 06.1993 - 11.1993 
20. Turkey  Tansu Çiller 06.1993 - 07.1996 
21. Burundi  Sylvie Kinigi 07.1993 - 02.1994 
22. Rwanda  Agathe Uwilingiyimana 07.1993 - 04.1994 
23. Pakistan  Benazir Bhutto 10.1993 - 11.1996 
24. Sri Lanka  Chandrika Kumaratunge  08.1994 - 11.1994 
25. Bulgaria  Reneta Indzhova 10.1994 - 01.1995 
26. Sri Lanka  Sirimavo Bandaranaike 11.1994 - 08.2000 
27. Haiti  Claudette Werleigh 11.1995 - 02.1996 
28. Bangladesh  Sheikh Hasina Wajed 06.1996 - 07.2001 
29. Guyana Janet Jagan 03.1997 - 12.1997 
30. New Zealand  Jenny Shipley 12.1997 - 12.1999 
31. Lithuania Irina Degutienë (acting) 4-18.04.1999 
32. Mongolia Nyam-Osoriyn Tuyaa (acting) 22 - 30.07.1999 
33. New Zealand Helen Elizabeth Clark 12.1999 - currently (02.2006) 
34. Senegal Madior Boye 05.2001 - 11.2002 
35. Bangladesh Khaleda Zia 10.2001 - currently (02.2006) 
36. Dem. People’s Rep. of Korea Chang Sang 11.07.2002 - 31.07.2002 
37. Saõ Tome and Principe Maria das Neves Ceita Batista de Sousa 09.2002 - 09.2004 
38. Finland Anneli Jaateenmaki 04.2003 - 06.2003 
39. Peru Beatriz Merino  06.2003 - 12.2003 
40. Mozambique Luisa Diogo 02.2004 - currently (02.2006) 
41. T.F.Y.R. of Macedonia Radmila Sekerinska (acting) 05.2004 - 06.2004; 11.2004 - 12.2004 
42. Ukraine Yulia Timoshenko 02.2005 - 09.2005 
43. Saõ Tome and Principe Maria do Carmo Silveira 06.2005 - currently (02.2006) 
44. Germany Angela Merkel 11.2005 - currently (02.2006) 

 

Chang Sang of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea was nominated on 11.07.2002 by the President to become the Prime Minister 
of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, however she was not ratified by the parliament, and thus served only till 31.07.2002.  Beatriz 
Merino served as the President of the Council of Ministers of Peru 06.2003 – 12.2003.  
 

Sources: Inter-Parliamentary Union, national parliaments, governmental web sites and other web sites, in particular, 
www.guide2womenleaders.com. 


