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UN Model Framework

Handbook: Recommendations, 
commentaries and examples of promising 
practices.

Checklist:
Define the legislative goal
Consult with relevant stakeholders
Use an evidence-based approach



UN Model Framework
• Definitions
• Prevention
• Protection, support and assistance to victims
• Rights of immigrant women
• Investigation, legal proceedings, evidence
• Protection orders
• Sentencing 
• Implementation
• Monitoring 



For example:



Supplement to UN Model Framework

Focuses on harmful practices:
• Honour Crimes
• Dowry-related violence
• Stove burnings
• Acid attacks
• Bride price
• Polygamy



For example:



Virtual Knowledge Centre to End Virtual Knowledge Centre to End 
Violence against Women and GirlsViolence against Women and Girls

www.endvawnow.org



www.endvawnow.org



Programming Modules



Legislation Module



Guiding Principles





Drafting Specific Legislation

10 
specific 
issues



Specific Issues, including:



Domestic Violence



Core Elements of 
Domestic Violence Legislation



Core Elements



CORE ELEMENT:CORE ELEMENT: 
Criminalize actsCriminalize acts of 
domestic violence.



Legislation should communicate 

zero tolerance for all 
violence against women and girls.



Criminalize acts of domestic violence





Case study: Malaysia



Criminal Justice Response



CORE ELEMENT:CORE ELEMENT: 
Provide an order for order for 

protection civil remedyprotection civil remedy.



Two Types of 
Order for Protection Remedies

1. Emergency “ex parte” protection 
order

• Issued immediately
• Without a hearing

2. Long-term protection order
• Based on hearing
• Duration for at least 1 year



Remedies in an Order for Protection

• Eviction of the perpetrator
• Stay a certain distance away from victim
• Financial assistance to victim
• Prohibit perpetrator from contacting victim
• Prohibit perpetrator from further acts of 

violence
• Prohibit perpetrator from possessing or 

using a firearm



CORE ELEMENT:CORE ELEMENT: 
Criminalize a violationCriminalize a violation of an 

order for protection



Criminalize Violations of Protection 
Orders

• Violation of order for protection = criminal 
offense 

• No independent violence or threats 
needed

• Jail time
• Separate offense prosecuted in addition to 

other criminal acts
• Enhanced penalties for multiple violations



CORE ELEMENT:CORE ELEMENT: 
Allow courts to order 

child custody and supportchild custody and support 
to the non-violent parent



Child Custody and Support…

A presumption against 
granting custody of the 

children to a violent parent.



CORE ELEMENT:CORE ELEMENT: 
Provide a statement of 

victimsvictims’’ rights and servicesrights and services 
available to them



Victims’ Rights and Services
• Support services
• Economic assistance
• Confidentiality
• Court administration staff to assist victims
• Agency responsible for victim services 
• Specific police obligations to support these 

rights

Not conditional on cooperation with authorities.



CORE ELEMENT:CORE ELEMENT: 
Address ImplementationImplementation of 

the Legislation

Training - Monitoring - Funding



Training – Monitoring - Funding

• Trainings for police, prosecutors, 
judges, social services and child 
protection agencies

• Monitoring of the state’s 
implementation of the law by all 
sectors

• Fund implementation of legislation



CORE ELEMENT:CORE ELEMENT: 
Establish an inter-agency task 

force for a coordinated coordinated 
community responsecommunity response



Coordinated Community Response

Police

Traditional/religious 
leaders

Employers

Child Protection

NGOs

Prosecutors

Judges

Healthcare 
providers

Victim



www.endvawnow.orgwww.endvawnow.org



Thank you!
Rosalyn Park
The Advocates for Human Rights
330 Second Avenue South Suite 800
Minneapolis, MN 55401, U.S.A.
rpark@advrights.org
612-746-4676
www.advrights.org
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