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Right Honourable Prime Minister of the United Republic of Tanzania,
Honourable Speaker of the National Assembly of Tanzania,

Madam IPU President,

Honourable Speakers and Members of Parliament,

Ladies and gentlemen,

It is a great honour for me to address you, at the start of my first Assembly as Secretary General of the
IPU. At the outset, | would like to thank our hosts for welcoming us to this beautiful country, for the warm
hospitality and for your steadfast commitment to the IPU.

A special word of gratitude and deep appreciation to Her Excellency Dr. Samia Suluhu Hassan,
President of the United Republic of Tanzania, for her personal leadership and support which have made
this Assembly possible.

Let me also take this opportunity to express my congratulations to the IPU President, Dr. Tulia Ackson,
for her tireless work at the helm of our Organization over the past three years. We are delighted to be
here, in her homeland, and there could hardly be a more fitting place to celebrate her extraordinary
leadership.

And | would also like, once again, to express my sincere gratitude to you, the IPU Members, for your
trust, having elected me Secretary General earlier this year. It is truly a privilege to serve the IPU, an
extraordinary organization which for many decades has been dedicated to the pursuit of peace and
understanding. An organization which has adapted to the times with great agility. An organization that
continues to grow, with new Parliaments and other stakeholders eager to joining our global parliamentary
community.

The IPU’s resilience is no accident. It has endured because it has understood how to evolve without
losing sight of why it exists. It has always been firmly rooted in its history, but never trapped by it. And as
its new Secretary General, | will carry that spirit forward: helping to build a modern IPU for these new
times, while preserving what has always made this Organization special: dialogue across political divides
and the patient work of fostering understanding and cooperation among parliaments and
parliamentarians.

It is therefore particularly timely that the beginning of my term coincides with the adoption of a new and
ambitious IPU Strategy for 2027—2031. In that Strategy, you have given me a clear mandate to step up
our work on three key objectives: building strong and inclusive parliaments; facilitating parliamentary
diplomacy and joint action; and further strengthening the IPU as a responsive and accountable
organization. Your Strategy will be my guiding light as we enter a new era for the IPU.
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Dear colleagues, parliamentarians,

The theme of this Assembly, Enhacing good governance and empowering communities through
inclusivity, trust and opportunities for all, is directly in line with the first strategic objective of the new
IPU Strategy. For democracy to flourish, parliaments must be inclusive and effective. They must
reflect the societies they represent: they must not only respect gender equality, but also be gender-
sensitive; and they must open their doors to young people and other under-represented groups.

Good governance means that parliaments and other public institutions serve the people and
enable them to influence decisions that affect their lives. | therefore look forward to hearing our
Members’ contributions on this key point. Your debates will result in the Arusha Communiqué
which, | am convinced, will serve as a practical guide for making parliaments stronger, more
representative and more respected.

The second strategic objective of the new Strategy, which focuses on parliamentary diplomacy and
joint action, takes on its full meaning at our Assemblies. No other forum brings parliamentarians
together in this way, offering them a space for dialogue and collaboration that transcends divisions
and differences. And this Assembly is no exception. Our specialized bodies will meet to share best
practices and seek solutions to the challenges of our time, in particular by holding consultations on
ways to achieve peaceful coexistence in the Middle East and on the peaceful resolution of the war
in Ukraine. | am firmly convinced that we can mobilize the political will of parliamentarians around
the world to ensure that the voices of reason and peace are heard above the clamour of conflict.

The third strategic objective requires a collective effort, to make our organization as effective as
possible, at a time when the world is in a state of rapid change. It requires enhanced engagement
and follow-up to IPU outcomes, better impact tracking systems to give visibility to your results,
strategic partnerships, and amplification of our communication efforts. These are the ingredients for
a more accountable and responsive IPU.

Indeed, responding to major issues is part of our organizational culture, and today | wish to draw
your attention to one that is moving at an extraordinary pace and reshaping our societies in the
most unexpected ways: artificial intelligence, widely acknowledged to offer both incredible
opportunities and extreme risks.

The IPU resolutions adopted in 2024 on lethal autonomous weapons and the impact of Al on
democracy and the rule of law provide a strong mandate. We have documented work in over

70 parliaments on Al-related matters, including in terms of required legislative changes. But the
speed of change is, quite frankly, frightening. Al is developing on a technological timetable, while
governance works on a political one. The gap between the two is already enormous and keeps
growing wider. We need to do more, both at the IPU and within our respective parliaments.

At this Assembly, we will discuss military uses of Al, Al and jobs, Al and children, ethical questions,
and digital violence against parliamentarians. | would respectfully call upon all Members to
prioritize debate on Al within your own parliaments. We need to ensure democratic oversight of the
development and use of Al, keeping humans firmly in control. We also need greater international
cooperation to agree on shared rules on Al safety — as a first step, we have called for a Global
Compact on extreme Al risks. Innovation needs to flourish, but it also needs democratically agreed
guardrails. | am convinced that parliamentary diplomacy can help build cooperation — including
among the major players, so that together we can ensure responsible Al governance.

Lastly, a word about the state of multilateralism today. As with Al, the turmoil in the global
multilateral system is a source of deep concern. It confronts us with a choice: to allow an imperfect
system to erode further, or to have the courage to renew it. | believe that parliaments must take
their rightful place at the forefront of efforts to build a strong UN that is fit for purpose. The IPU will
continue to bring the voice of parliamentarians, as representatives of the people, to global
processes. Because a multilateral system that speaks about people but leaves their elected
representatives at the margins is missing an essential part of the democratic equation.



Ladies and gentlemen,

We see how the world is suffering from conflict and disagreement. What it increasingly lacks are
places where disagreement can be turned into dialogue, and dialogue into progress. The IPU is
one of those rare places; | believe this wholeheartedly.

At a time when divisions are deepening, and trust is wearing thin, the need for parliamentary
diplomacy has never been greater. And never has the IPU been so ready to fulfil its global role as
the organization of national parliaments, bringing parliamentarians together when the world is
pulling them apart.

That is the task before us. And | look forward to writing that next chapter in the illustrious history of
this Organization together with you.

Thank you.



