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Virtual workshop 
 

Public engagement for universal health coverage 

 
3 November 2022 

14:00 – 15:30 CET (Geneva) 
 

Registration: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYrdu2rrDMpGtR2eRwMWxdzI3tnk8HanrFQ#/registr

ation  
 
 

Concept note 
 
 
Background 
 
Universal health coverage (UHC) means that all people have access to the health services they need, 
when and where they need them, without financial hardship. To realize the equity principle 
underpinning UHC, it is essential to understand and address the barriers people face in accessing 
health services. They may be linked to the availability, accessibility (financial, geographic, 
informational) or acceptability of services. Participatory approaches to decision-making can help 
identify these barriers, determine who is being left behind and why, and design effective measures to 
address root causes and monitor progress towards UHC. 
 
Parliaments have a special responsibility to connect with the people they represent, and enable them 
to participate in decision-making on issues of vital importance to their lives and rights, such as access 
to health. As underlined by the 2022 IPU-UNDP Global Parliamentary Report, public engagement 
helps parliaments understand community aspirations and be more responsive to their needs, paying 
particular attention to groups that are underrepresented or face disadvantage. 
 
In 2019, the IPU Member Parliaments adopted the resolution “Achieving universal health coverage by 
2030: The role of parliaments in ensuring the right to health”. The resolution underlines the importance 
of individual and community participation to generate evidence on health needs, and calls for priority 
to be given to the availability and accessibility of health-care services for vulnerable groups. As part of 
the follow-up to implementing the resolution, parliaments reported challenges in ensuring health equity 
(including in countries with established health systems) that were further exacerbated by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. However, encouraging steps are being taken, such as public consultations on 
UHC legislation, and engagement of vulnerable groups in oversight processes on the 
COVID-19 response. 
 
Content and objectives 
 
The IPU is organizing a global virtual workshop to discuss how parliaments can leverage public 
engagement as part of efforts towards UHC, and how legal frameworks can help promote inclusive 
participatory processes. 
 
The specific objectives of the webinar are to: 

- Build understanding of the importance of public engagement to improve access to health for 
all and reflect on how legislation can facilitate inclusive participation, 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYrdu2rrDMpGtR2eRwMWxdzI3tnk8HanrFQ#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYrdu2rrDMpGtR2eRwMWxdzI3tnk8HanrFQ#/registration
https://www.ipu.org/resources/publications/reports/2022-03/global-parliamentary-report-2022
https://www.ipu.org/file/8200/download
https://www.ipu.org/file/8200/download


2 

- Promote inter-parliamentary exchanges on effective public engagement strategies and 
mechanisms, so as to identify both barriers hindering access to health, and groups that are 
being left behind, 

- In follow-up to the 2019 resolution on UHC, build accountability for the implementation of the 
resolution, and identify specific needs and areas in which parliaments require further support 
to move towards UHC. 

 
Target audience 
 
The workshop is open to all parliaments. The target audience includes: 

- Parliamentarians: members of health committees and other committees dealing with health 
matters, 

- Parliamentary staff supporting parliamentary work on health and public engagement. 
 
The workshop will take place on the Zoom platform. There will be simultaneous interpretation between 
English, French and Spanish.  
 
Provisional programme 
 

Opening 

 
14:00 – 14:05 CET 
 
14:06 – 14:11 
 
 

 
Welcome 
 
Why public engagement matters 
Mr. Andy Richardson, Programme manager, IPU 
 

Session 1: Improving legal frameworks for participation 

 
14:12 – 14:35 
 

 
Expert presentation 
Mr. David Clarke, Acting unit head, Health systems governance 
and policy, World Health Organization 
 
The presentation will be followed by a Q&A session. 

 

Session 2: Experiences and challenges of public engagement in health 

 
14:36 – 14:50 
 
14:51 – 15:25 

 

 
Country presentations 
 
Interactive discussion with all participants: 

• Has your parliament implemented public engagement 
initiatives to improve access to health? What are the key 
lessons from that experience? 

• Are you or your parliament targeting specific groups? How 
are you identifying and reaching vulnerable and 
marginalized groups? 

• How are the results of public engagement informing 
parliamentary action towards universal health coverage? 

 

Closing 

 
15:26 
 

 
Closing remarks 
 

 


