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Parliaments as Core Engines 
 

The 2030 Agenda and Governance – 
How are they connected? 

Sustainable Development Goals 

Institutional Coordination Mechanism 
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Note:The TOR of ET circulated for the meeting is in fact draft TOR which CRU is still revising and not yet finalized.We prepared the first few slides on ET, based on the information included in the draft TOR. In other words, there is not yet corporate-wide consensus or approval of the revised TOR, especially onET Early warning configuration (ET4EW) which is a new mechanism, especially related to various inter-agency fora, such as “Human Rights Up Front process” or Inter-Agency Task Forces.“Standard Protocol” (Annex I) for the ET where the role and responsibilities of CRU, RBx and Central Bureaux are proposed with timeline.�It is important to keep in mind that this lack of common understanding is one of the key issues that we are facing, especially in terms of who should do what how and by when.Emphasize that the objective of this meeting is not only to brief and explain about ET and role of ET focal points, but also to get inputs and suggestions to make BPPS engagement with ET more effective.  



I. THE 2030 AGENDA & GOVERNANCE 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development calls for: 
 
Peaceful, just and inclusive societies that provide equal 
access to justice and that are based on respect for 
human rights (including the right to development), on 
effective rule of law and good governance at all levels, 
and on transparent, effective and accountable 
institutions. 
 
It pledges to tackle inequality, corruption, poor 
governance, illicit financial and arms flows, and other 
factors that give rise to violence and insecurity. 
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I. THE 2030 AGENDA & GOVERNANCE 

SDG 16 is the main goal 
for fostering peaceful, 
just and inclusive 
societies which are free 
from fear and violence. 
 
It embodies 10 targets 
and 23 indicators.  
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I. THE 2030 AGENDA & GOVERNANCE 

 
 

• End poverty and realize gender equality 
• Remove barriers to health, education, 

economic growth 
• Tackle environmental crimes 

• Share prosperity and wealth 
• Reach the vulnerable and furthest 

behind 
• Increase productivity and investment 

• Deliver all SDGs 
• Strengthen cooperation and overcome 

shared challenges 
• Increase capacity for tax and revenue 

collection  
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II. HOW DO WE GET THERE? 

ADDRESSING DIFFERENT NEEDS 

Whole-Society-Approach to designing coordinated, integrated, and 
comprehensive fragility analyses to inform all planning processes: 
 

o Improving the legal and policy environment  
o Strengthening analytical capability among government actors, 

private sector and civil society to identify drivers of fragility 
o Building early warning and early action infrastructure at all 

levels of society 
 

These processes also leverage established mechanisms, institutions and 
processes that enable citizens to articulate their interests, exercise their 
legal rights and obligations and mediate their differences to promote 
cohesive societies. 
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II. HOW DO WE GET THERE? 

Equal opportunities offered to Women and Youth to 
Participate, Design and Decide 
 
 

It must be ensured that all stakeholders, including political 
actors, civil society, the private sector and the public at large, 
are engaged in an open and inclusive SDG process in order to 
build a strong sense of ownership and ensure people-centered 
development.  
 

Agenda 2030 explicitly recognizes that engagement of 
parliaments is essential for the success of the SDGs. 
Parliamentarians have a critical role to play in driving forward 
people-centered development that is reflective of and 
responsive to the needs of their constituents.  
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II. HOW DO WE GET THERE? 

INCLUDING ALL STAKEHOLDERS 
 

Tool: Parliamentary Strengthening 
 

The key available resources are: 
 
• UNDP/ IPU (2016) Parliaments and the 

Sustainable Development Goals: A self-
assessment toolkit 

• UNDP/GOPAC/IDB (2017) Parliament's Role in 
Implementing the Sustainable Development 
Goals: A Parliamentary Handbook 

• Facilitation documents to support a two-day 
workshop (Concept Note, Agenda, Invitation, 
Keynote Speak, Presentation) 

• Online Training 
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II. HOW DO WE GET THERE? 

LOCALIZING THE GOALS 
 
All of the SDGs have targets directly related to the 
responsibilities of local and regional governments. That is why 
the achievement of the SDGs depends on the ability of local 
and regional governments to promote integrated, inclusive 
and sustainable territorial development. 
 
Subnational governments are policy makers, catalysts of 
change and the level of government best placed to link the 
global goals with local communities. Localizing development is 
then a process to empower all local stakeholders, aimed at 
making sustainable development more responsive, and 
therefore, relevant to local needs and aspirations. 
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III. CREATING TANGIBLE IMPROVEMENTS  

INCLUSIVE MONITORING AND REPORTING 
 
Considering the enabling nature of SDG16 vis-à-vis the 
Agenda, meaningful monitoring and reporting on this goal 
requires a certain level of analysis and contextualization 
for countries to “ground” the global targets in national 
realities. 
 
• What types of institutional arrangements work best for a 

broad array of national stakeholders to collaborate 
effectively around SDG16 monitoring? 
 

• What types of methodologies can be used to provide a 
comprehensive picture of progress? 
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III. CREATING TANGIBLE IMPROVEMENTS  

INCLUSIVE MONITORING AND REPORTING 
 

Tool: Monitoring to Implement Peace, Justice and Strong 
Institutions: Pilot Initiative of National-Level Monitoring of SDG 
16. 

• Collect indicators from National 
Statistical Offices; international 
platforms, government administrative 
data and non-official sources 

• Conduct consultations: analytical joint 
reviews of progress and 
recommendations in which government 
and civil society participate 

• Produce periodic scorecard tracking 
results on selected indicators, identifying 
data monitoring gaps and incorporating 
specific policy recommendations 

SDG Workshop Tunisia 
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Family conversation at the dinner table, 
about challenges they are facing... 



Josie would like to ask for a 
raise, especially since she 

found out her male co-worker 
makes more money than her, 
but she is afraid to get fired.  

 

She worries about climate 
change. She wants to switch to 

green electricity, but cannot 
afford to pay for it. 

 
 



Parliaments can act as SDG Platforms: 
 

They engage with 
many different people 
in their constituency… 

 

…all SDGs 
and their 

interlinkages.. 

…through 
their different 

functions. 

Legislation & 
Oversight & 
Budgeting & 

Representation 
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Legislation/Lawmaking: Process by which a parliament considers draft legislation and ultimatively approves its final form. This often includes the ability to recommend amendments to draft laws. One of the most significant laws considered by a parliament is the legislation containing the annual state budget.Oversight: Process by which parliament monitors the quality of the work of the goverment. Methods include committee inquiries or question time.Budget Oversight: Process by which parliament attempts to ensure, throughout the national budget cycle, that the government spends money lawfully and appropriately, e.g. though provision of recommendations for the budget formulation, by reviewing, debating and approving the state budget, etc.Representation: A parliament represents those who elected them to parliament. Accountability to voters has to take place throughout the parliamentary term, and the people have to have plenty of opportunities to provide feedback on the work of parliamentarians. 



The Agenda 2030 also wants parliamentarians to pay 
special attention to the parliament‘s own institutional 
development and their own work as representatives of 

their constituents.  
 

Develop effective, accountable and transparent 
institutions at all levels. 

Ensure responsive, inclusive, participatory and 
representative decision-making at all levels. 



Parliamentarians have special responsibility  
to open parliaments and engage the public 
so government programmes and fiscal 
policies will benefit everyone, including 
Kareem. For example, they can build a 
public dialogue with people through civil 
society partnerships, public fora or through 
social media.  

 
They can also promote 

participatory lawmaking 
and hold public hearings on 

draft laws. 
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Tunisia: Citizen engagement platform (2018), innovative tool developed with the support of UNDP, aiming at enhancing the openness and transparency of the Parliament and foster citizen participation in the parliamentary work. More specifically, this platform offers:* A communication space that allows parliamentarians and civil society to exchange information and interact;�* The possibility of gathering proposals/recommendations from civil society on draft laws, thus allowing the legislator to take them into account in the legal texts submitted for examination;�* A space dedicated to the queries from civil society to the government�* An announcement space dedicated to CSO activities.�



MP Salma represents Josie and Kareem in their National Parliament. 
She has read the Agenda 2030 and is excited about the important role parliaments 

can play in advancing the SDGs! Nonetheless, she can’t help but wonder: 
 

Can parliaments really just do all of these things? 

 
 



Of course, parliaments will need to work on their  
“Agenda 2030 readiness”. 

 
They will require new capacities, sufficient 

resources, institutional arrangements and internal 
processes, as well as good coordination and 
exchange of information with other actors.  

 
UNDP is accompanying Salma and other 

parliamentarians in this endeavor. 



UNDP has developed several publications in 
collaboration with its international partners to support 

parliamentarians in advancing the Agenda 2030.  
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Toolkit examples:* assess their preparedness to engage with the SDGs; • identify additional strategies, mechanisms and partnerships to support implementation of the SDGs more effectively.2030 on the Strategic Plan, access to information about the agenda, has parliament clearly assigned responsibility for the SDGs within its own structures, then all functions and how they reflect the agenda, etc.  



Engagement in the Arab region is based on a Regional 
Parliamentary SDG Action Plan that was developed during a 

Regional Seminar in 2017.  
The Seminar brought together many MPs like Salma to exchange 

knowledge and expertise on advancing the  Agenda 2030. 
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Countries are called upon to ensure the inclusiveness of their national reviews and that all stakeholders, including parliamentarians, are involved as development partners in the implementation, monitoring, follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda. Voluntary national reviews submitted to HLPF in 2016, 2017 and 2018 reveal considerable variations between countries on parliaments’ engagement in the VNR process. However, parliaments’ role and participation have increased recently.



On the national level, UNDP is partnering with the Islamic 
Development Bank to implement the pilot phase of the 

Parliaments for Agenda 2030 programme in three countries: 
Jordan, Somalia and Tunisia. 

SDG 
Assessment 

Long term  
SDG 

Strategy 

Implementation 
& Capacity  

Development 



National activities will be complemented with 
additional support: 

Parliamentary 
Expert 
Roster 

Handbook on 
Strategic  

Development 
Planning 

Virtual 
Platform  
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Roster: Pool of specialized advisors stands ready to respond to the multifaceted needs of Parliaments in advancing the 2030 Agenda in a coherent and well-matched manner, establishment of an integrated Global Policy Network and a dedicated cadre of global SDG Experts who will provide integrated, SDG-informed solutions to complex development challenges, with the Regional Hubs acting as pivots for regionally based and country-focused policy and programme service teams.



For example, initial activities 
have already been 

implemented in Jordan and 
Lebanon. Lebanese 

Parliamentarians have 
developed an SDG Roadmap 

and a parliamentary SDG 
body. 

Another workshop is planned 
in Kuwait.  
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Lebanon: Parliamentary Body to Implement the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda. This parliamentary body is then in charge of the implementation of the other recommendations which are: Follow up and monitor the implementation of the United Nations 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda and its 17 goals.Work on establishing a mechanism to institutionalize the process of using legal and sectoral expertise from think tanks and civil society organizations.Establish a mechanism to institutionalize the process of consultation with civil society organizations within the framework of activities carried out by Parliament.Work with parliamentary committees to contribute to the implementation of the Sustainable Development Agenda and its goals through regular training programs to ensure sustainability.Further inform Members of Parliament on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 



Thank you! 
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